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INTRODUCTION

Rickmansworth School Sixth Form offers students the opportunity to follow a broad programme of study which leads towards both Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced GCE qualifications and which maintains academic rigour whilst enabling individual interests to be pursued.  All subjects are taught by specialists and expectations are high.  Students receive guidance throughout their courses and their progress is reviewed regularly, both by self-evaluation and teacher assessment. 

Students are expected to participate in the life of the School by undertaking activities enabling them to develop skills in communication, presentation and organisation. They are also expected to work towards gaining their V50 award recognising 50 hours of voluntary service. Activities they take part in may include assisting in lessons, mentoring younger pupils or carrying out service in the wider community.  In addition, the Sixth Form manages its own activities through the team of prefects.

Most Sixth Formers from Rickmansworth School go on to Higher Education and view their time here as an opportunity to develop responsibility for their own learning in an atmosphere which offers them guidance through this period of transition.

Study at this level involves considerable time and effort. Students are expected to have the determination to work hard and to use the private study periods provided within the curriculum in an effective way.  The ability to organise study time is a skill which students need to develop at an early stage and they are guided in its acquisition by work carried out during an Induction Day which takes place at the beginning of the Autumn Term.

The Sixth Form benefit from purpose-built study facilities. Our Sixth Form Resources Centre, ‘The Study’, is capacious and benefits from a Higher Education reading area and computers (both iMac and PCs) that Sixth Form students can borrow.


Mrs C Wilkes 
Head of Sixth Form


SIXTH FORM COURSES
The Sixth Form Course Options for the next academic year are outlined below.  All those intending to enter the Sixth Form in September must indicate their choice of subjects to enable us to plan next year’s timetable.  This will not  necessarily be a final decision but will help us to estimate the requirements for next year.
GUIDANCE AND ADVICE

Subjects are studied in the first year at Advanced Subsidiary (AS) level followed by a second year of study, referred to as A2.  Together, these form the Advanced GCE (A Level). Students may study a subject in their first year and gain an AS qualification equivalent to 50% of an Advanced GCE without proceeding to the A2 level. Students at Rickmansworth School study a minimum of three A Level subjects.
Guidelines for choice

Higher Education

Students intending to follow a degree course at an institution where competition is intense and where standards of entry are high should consider four AS level subjects. In many cases, where AS results are high, we would expect students to continue with four A2 subjects.
We expect that most parents would welcome advice on suitable courses of study for their sons and daughters.  To this end, we have expressed our guidance in the form of a points score calculated from GCSE results.

Our requirements are based on the total points score achieved at GCSE taking into account the top nine results.  The following scale is used in this calculation:

Grade at GCSE


A*
8 points


A
7


B
6


C
5


D
4


E
3

F
2

G
1
Example:

For example, the points score of a student with 2A*, 3A, 2B, and 2C GCSE grades is calculated as follows:


2A*
=    2 x 8    =  16 points


3A
=    3 x 7    =  21 points


2B
=    2 x 6    =  12 points


2C
=    2 x 5    =  10 points



     Total points      =   59

Entry requirements based on the total achieved from the top nine subjects:
4 AS subjects:  minimum
55 points;
3 AS subjects:  minimum
45 points

In addition to this, students must attain the required grade in the subjects they wish to study. These grades can be found on page 11. 

This is a guide only, but from our experience a student with a points score of between 45 and 55 points should consider a course of three Advanced GCE qualifications, studying three AS levels in the first year.  A student with a total greater than 55 points should look towards a course leading to a total of four Advanced GCE qualifications, studying four AS levels in the first year.

When choosing a subject, students should consider whether they will achieve the required grade in that subject which suggests its suitability as a choice for further study.  All students should have a grade C or better in both Maths and English (Language).

Preference form

Students should indicate choices on the enclosed form, in order of preference, up to a maximum of four subjects.  Whilst every effort will be made to accommodate particular combinations of courses, choices may be constrained by funding, staffing, accommodation and resources.

It is important that you follow these steps when considering your choice:

1. Read carefully the guidelines and subject information contained in the prospectus.

2. Study the available options and make an initial subject choice.

3.
Consult the members of staff who teach those subjects to make sure that your choice is a sensible one.

It is hoped to offer the following two-year Advanced GCE courses, all of which gain an AS level at the end of the Lower Sixth:

	Art
	English Language & Literature
	Mathematics

	Biology
	English Literature
	Music

	Business Studies
	Film Studies
	Photography

	Chemistry
	French
	Physical Education

	Computing
	Further Maths
	Physics

	Dance
	Geography
	Psychology

	Drama & Theatre Studies
	German
	Religious Studies

	Economics
	History
	


COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
Pupils on roll at Rickmansworth School may attend classes and follow courses run at other schools and colleges if we do not offer the subject and their timetable permits. However, this is often very difficult because of the incompatibility of timetables elsewhere. Restrictions of space prevent all the courses from being described here, and so anyone who wishes further information should request it from Mrs Wilkes. 
Schools and Colleges that we have collaborated with before include:
St. Clement Danes

St. Joan of Arc

Watford Boys

West Herts College

PROGRESS FROM YEAR 12 (LOWER SIXTH) TO YEAR 13 (UPPER SIXTH)
For most students progressing to the second year in the Sixth Form will be straightforward. We will provide A2 courses in the combinations that students have chosen at the beginning of the Lower Sixth to all who qualify unless there are exceptional external circumstances over which we have no control.

Who qualifies for Year 13?

All students in Year 13 must follow a combination of courses which collectively comprise a minimum of 24 periods of taught lessons per week (i.e.  60% of a 40-period week). Their timetable could be made up of a combination of A2 and AS courses. In general, students follow at least three A Levels.

A condition for transition to an A2 course is an overall grade D and at least a grade E in all the modules taken at AS in that subject. 

Can I repeat Year 12?

In exceptional circumstances we will consider:

· Those students who have AS results which preclude them from following any A2 courses;

· Those students whose AS foundation is not strong enough to gain good A2 grades even though they may be eligible to progress to A2 courses.

However, such students will be admitted only if their conduct, attendance and submission of work have been satisfactory unless there have been extenuating circumstances such as their own illness.
EXPECTATIONS
Student Contract

A Sixth Form contract is included at the back of this booklet and by signing your application form you are agreeing to abide by the rules set out.

Sixth Form Subs

All students are required to pay a subscription (subs) each year. These go into a Sixth Form fund which is used and managed by and for the benefit of Sixth Form students and covers a variety of things such as updating the common room furniture through to subsidising social events.

Sixth Form Bursary
The bursary is designed to give students who may not normally be able to afford to stay on at school a chance to further their education. Application forms for the bursary fund will be available from Mrs Wilkes in September. Students from families with a household income of under £25,000 may be eligible. All application forms must be handed in by the end of the last school day before the 15th September if students wish to be considered. The amount paid to individual students will depend on the bursary given to the school and the number of applicants.

CHOOSING ADVANCED GCE SUBJECTS
Factors to consider:-
1.
Assess the level of interest you have in the subject.  Many hours of your time will be devoted to the course and you will have a much better chance of success if you enjoy what you are doing.  This is particularly important if you are choosing between subjects where there is little difference in your level of ability.

2.
Consider the level of ability you have shown in the subject during the past two years.  Discuss this with subject staff, and note carefully any advice you are given.

3.
Research carefully the subjects you wish to study, even when the names sound familiar (e.g. English, French, Maths).  The approach can be very different from the one used in GCSE.  Make sure you know what will be required.

4.
Some university courses require applicants to have specified A Levels. General information about these requirements can be found on page 7.  Similarly, check that you have the necessary GCSE requirements.

5.
If you are uncertain about your future career, try to keep as many opportunities open as possible.

6.
If you are certain about your career choice at present, recognise that you may change your mind during the next two years.   Entry to some courses is highly competitive and as you progress through the Sixth Form you may find that your original choice is unrealistic.  You should try to avoid restricting yourself to one idea.

7.
Think twice about choosing an A Level subject purely because it is an essential requirement for a certain career.  This is particularly true if you do not find the subject very interesting or if you find it difficult or if staff predict that you will find it difficult at a more advanced level of study.

8.
The majority of Sixth Formers in this school take three or four A Level subjects and go on to Higher Education.  There are employment opportunities with A Levels alone and these include Banking, Insurance, Building Societies, the Civil Service, as well as opportunities in industry and apprenticeships.
9.
You may only take Further Mathematics if you also take Mathematics.

10.
Consider carefully the implications of two practical subjects e.g. Art and Photography.  You must be prepared to spend a great deal of time on these subjects in school using equipment which is probably not available to you at home.

11.
You should consult your parents, your Form Teacher and the careers staff if you are in any doubt about which subjects to choose.

DEGREE COURSE REQUIREMENTS
This is a general guide to the A Level subject requirements for various degree courses at universities.  There is variation amongst individual institutions and some are more flexible in their requirements.  Within reason, it is usually possible to find an institution which will consider you for a particular course, whatever your combination of subjects.  However, you should accept that unusual combinations of subjects could limit your choice of institution.

Note that the majority of courses require English GCSE and many require Maths.  Teaching requires  GCSE Science, too.

The following information refers to Single Honours Subjects, but there is a wide variety of interesting courses combining two or more subjects.  This is therefore only a guide and the following publications

(1)
“UCAS: Progression Series”
(2)
“Degree Course Offers”, Brian Heap

(3)
“Choosing your Degree Course”, Brian Heap

(4)
“The Times Good University Guide”, John O’Leary

should be consulted for further information.  These are available in the Sixth Form Resources Centre and/or the Library, together with other material concerning University Entrance.  The UCAS website offers a comprehensive guide and links to university websites – www.ucas.com

Other Higher Education Course Requirements (e.g. Foundation Degrees)
No generalisations regarding these courses can be made as there is much variation among institutions and the type of courses offered, depending largely on the popularity of the course or

institution.  Requirements range from one grade E to two grade Cs.

SOME POSSIBLE DEGREE COURSES

SCIENCE DEGREE COURSES
DEGREE SUBJECT


ADVANCED GCE REQUIREMENTS
Agriculture



Chemistry often essential - other preferred subjects:

(& Horticulture & Forestry)

2 of Maths, Physics, Biology

Architecture



Maths and Art sometimes preferred.  Science and Arts

 

A Level combinations preferred.

Biochemistry
Chemistry essential:  1 or 2 of Biology, Physics, Maths.

Biology
For some universities Biology and Chemistry required; others, combination of Biology, Physics, Chemistry, Maths preferred.

Chemistry
Chemistry essential; other preferred subjects, Maths or Physics.

Computing
Maths required or preferred at most universities. Some prefer 3 Sciences, but at others a combination of Arts and Sciences possible.  Note that Computing is NOT essential but may be helpful.

Dentistry



Chemistry and Biology are required in most cases (Maths and 




Further Maths not always essential).

Engineering



Maths essential plus 1 or 2 Sciences.

Environmental Science

1, 2 or 3 from Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology or 





Geography.

Food Science and


Chemistry required or preferred in most universities

Technology



with 1 or 2 of Maths, Physics, Biology.

Geology



Combination of 1 or 2 Sciences preferred.  May






include Geography, but not essential.

Mathematics



Maths is essential.  Further Maths is expected if 






offered at the school.

Medicine
Chemistry nearly always essential, Biology can be required.   Highly competitive.  Predicted A*/A grades essential.  Arts subjects encouraged for 4th AS Level. Lots of work experience required.
Metallurgy - Materials Science
Maths essential plus 1 or 2 of Physics, Chemistry.

Nursing, Health Courses

Some have no specific requirements; others







require Chemistry and/or Biology.

Pharmacy



Chemistry preferred, plus 1 or 2 of Maths, Physics,






Biology.

Physics



Physics and Maths required.

Physiotherapy
1 or 2 Sciences; Biology often required. Very competitive. A lot  of work experience is also required.
Sports Science/Studies

Some courses require 1 or 2 Sciences.  All very






competitive.

Veterinary Science


Chemistry essential plus 1 or 2 of Maths, Physics,






Biology.  A*/A grades essential.

Zoology



Chemistry or Biology sometimes required.  Maths or 





Physics helpful too.

ARTS DEGREE COURSES
Archaeology



Most subjects acceptable; 1 or 2 Sciences (including 





Geography) helpful. GCSE Language often required.

Art
Art an advantage but not essential although a portfolio of work may well be required. 
Applications usually made after 1 year Art Foundation Course.

Classics



History can be an advantage.
Dance




Theatre Studies or Dance required for some courses. 






Evidence of practical proficiency essential.

Drama
Theatre Studies may be required; English, a Modern Foreign Language or History may be helpful.  High grades required.

English



English required.  Highly competitive.

French
French required; second language sometimes preferred.

German
German required; second language, English or History useful.

History
History preferred but not essential. Some universities require a language at GCSE.

Music
Music required, plus evidence of instrumental proficiency.  
Theology
Religious Studies not essential; one or more of English, History, Geography or a language preferred.

DEGREE COURSES ACCEPTING MIXED ARTS/SCIENCES

For these courses, any combination of subjects is acceptable unless otherwise stated.

Accountancy



Maths required/preferred by some universities.

Anthropology



Courses are suitable for those with a background in arts, 

humanities (History, Geography, Religious Studies) or science as anthropology draws on all these.

Business Studies
Business Studies not required.  Maths sometimes required; Foreign Language or Economics useful.

Economics
Maths required/preferred by some universities. History, Geography, Religious Studies useful.  A Level Economics not essential.

Education
Maths, English and Science GCSE passes are required qualifications for all intending teachers.

Geography
Geography usually required.  Biology, History, a language, Maths, Physics, Economics useful.  Science can be an advantage for Physical Geography.
Law
English, a language, History, Religious Studies, Economics or Maths useful.

Philosophy



Arts or Sciences acceptable.  Religious Studies is very useful.
Politics
Most subjects acceptable.  History, Economics, English, Geography, foreign language all supply useful background.

Psychology
Mixture of Arts and Sciences acceptable but remember that this subject is more likely to be science-based so 3 Arts subjects probably will not qualify.  A few require 2 or 3 sciences - Biology, Maths, Physics or Chemistry. Psychology not essential. Highly competitive.

Sociology
English, Economics, History, Religious Studies, Maths or a language useful.

MINIMUM SUBJECT ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

SUMMARY
Art


     Grade B at GCSE.
Biology

     GCSE Biology or Additional Science grade B.
Business Studies
     If studied at GCSE, grade B; otherwise discussion with Head




     of Department; GCSE grade B in English and grade C in Mathematics. 
Chemistry

     GCSE Chemistry or Additional Science grade B; GCSE Mathematics 

                             grade A.
Computing

     Mathematics grade B. 
Dance


     If studied at GCSE, grade B; otherwise discussion with Head of Department.
Drama and 
                 If studied at GCSE, minimum grade B; otherwise minimum grade BB in 

Theatre Studies 
     English Language and English Literature.
Economics
Discussion with Head of Department.  GCSE grade B in both English and Mathematics. If taken, grade A in GCSE Business Studies.
English

     English Language and English Literature, grades BB.
Film Studies

     If studied at GCSE, minimum grade B; otherwise minimum grade BB in 




     English Language and English Literature

Geography

     If studied at GCSE, grade B; otherwise BB in Science.
German/French
A*- A grade at GCSE. Other students should consult Head of Department.
History

     If studied at GCSE, grade B; otherwise discussion with Head




     of Department.
Mathematics
Minimum grade A at GCSE; A* for Further Mathematics. Mathematics may only be chosen as one of four subjects to AS.
Music


     If studied at GCSE grade B; minimum grade 4 standard in instrument/voice.
Photography

     If studied at GCSE minimum grade A; otherwise discussion with Head 




     of Department.
Physical Education
     If studied at GCSE minimum grade C, or Grade C in Science.
Physics

     GCSE Physics or Additional Science grade B; Mathematics grade A.
Psychology
Additional Science grade B or one B in Triple Science; B in English; B in     Mathematics.
Religious Studies
If studied at GCSE minimum grade B; English Language and English Literature, grades BB.
SUBJECT GUIDES – AS and ADVANCED GCE
ART & DESIGN   AS and Advanced GCE – Edexcel

Requirements

Candidates must successfully complete the GCSE Fine Art or Art & Design course, achieving a minimum of a B grade.

Description

The primary aim of the course is to enhance students’ skills and thereby enable them to develop more independent ways of working. The course explores a wide variety of media with a focus on painting and drawing.  Students will have the opportunity to develop their work in several areas – printmaking, textiles, graphic design, sculpture and ceramics.

The size of A Level groups ranges between 12-16 students.  All groups are taught by the Head of Department plus at least one other member of staff.  

The course is structured around themed projects with emphasis on research into resource material, analysing their own and others’ work, observational drawing, experiments with media and developing technical skills.  All projects include integral historical, critical and contextual studies.  All students will have the opportunity to visit museums and galleries both in the UK and abroad in both years.  

Students attend Life Drawing classes in the department after school throughout the course of study in Year 13.  There is also the opportunity to be involved as an art teaching assistant to lower school groups and to assist in sets and props for school productions and performances.

Careers guidance is considered to be an integral part of the department’s work. The majority of our students take up places in creative subjects at university.  Past A Level students are now working in areas such as fashion, graphic and textile design, television and theatre design, architecture, interior and industrial design, as well as art education.

Additional Costs

Life Drawing Classes


£10 per term

Gallery Trips



£10-25 depending on location

Paints / Canvas


£11-15 / £4-10

Portfolios



£9

(Optional) Trips abroad

£400 - £600

	AS
	A2

	Unit 1 : Coursework (60% of total AS mark)
	Unit 3:  Coursework (60% of total A2 mark)

	‘Relate2C’ – Examine the relationships between imagery in 2 chosen areas – emphasis on developing breadth of media
	‘The Human Condition’ – Explore media through life drawing; students select a theme to investigate the topic, e.g. ‘ageing’

	Unit 2 : Exam  (40% of total AS mark)
	Unit 4:  Exam (40% of total A2 mark)

	Externally Set  Theme – 10 weeks’ preparation (portfolio) / 8 hour exam (final piece)
	Externally Set Theme – 10 weeks’ preparation (portfolio) / 12 hour exam (final  piece)

	UNIT 1 (30%) & 2 (20%) =   50% of A Level
	UNIT 3 (30%) & 4 (20%) =   50% of A Level


BIOLOGY   AS and Advanced GCE – Edexcel
Requirements

At least B in Additional Science or B in GCSE Biology
Description of the course

Biology is an enjoyable but challenging subject. It is essential that students have a good grounding in both Chemistry and Biology; for this reason the minimum entry requirement is grade B in Additional Science or GCSE Biology. 21st Century Science is not deemed a suitable preparation for A Level study. The course involves some statistics and so a grade B in mathematics is advantageous. A successful student should expect to spend approximately one hour studying at home for every hour spent in the classroom.  
Biology is offered as a one year AS course or a two year A2 course. Students require at least a grade D at AS Level to proceed to the A2 course. Students wishing to apply for Medicine, Dentistry or Veterinary Medicine will need to take the full A Level Biology course.

The aims of the Biology course are to:

· develop student interest in, and enthusiasm for, Biology including developing an interest in further study and careers in the subject

· appreciate how society makes decisions about biology-related issues and how Biology contributes to the success of economy and society

· develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How Science Works
· develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of biology and how they relate to each other.

An A Level in Biology is a respected qualification, suitable for entry to Arts or Science Higher Education courses. There is the potential for entry to a wide variety of careers and courses including: Biochemistry, Pharmacy, Pharmacology, Psychology, Sports Science, Medicine, Marine Biology, Ecology, Microbiology, Molecular and Cellular Biology, Natural Sciences, Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine and many more.

All students are issued with an A Level text book, but are also asked to purchase a course specific text and subscription to the SNAB VLE which gives links to newspaper articles, animations, worksheets and revision activities. The combined cost of these is approximately £20.
All students completing the full A Level course must attend a 5 night residential field course at Slapton Ley Field Centre in Devon. This is an excellent opportunity to develop and enhance the Ecology component of unit 4 and provides the opportunity to carry out the A2 coursework. The approximate cost is £300.

The Biology Department organises numerous visits throughout the two years. Some of these will incur minimal costs to the students. These visits have been carefully selected to enhance learning and although they are not compulsory, they are strongly recommended.

	
	Unit number and unit title
	Level
	Content Summary
	Percentage of AS/A2

	
	Unit 1: Lifestyle, Transport,

Genes and Health
	AS
	· structure and function of carbohydrates, lipids and proteins; enzyme action

· structure and properties of cell membranes; passive and active transport

· structure and role of DNA and RNA

· replication; protein synthesis

· monohybrid inheritance

· gene mutations

· principles of gene therapy; social and ethical issues.

Assessment:

This unit is assessed by means of a written examination paper, which lasts 1 hour 15

minutes.
	40% of the

total AS marks

20% of the total GCE marks



	
	Unit 2: Development, Plants

and the Environment
	AS
	· cell structure and ultrastructure of eukaryote and prokaryote cells: cell specialisation

· the role of meiosis

· genotype and environmental influence

· stem cell research and its implications

· biodiversity, adaptations and natural selection

· principles of taxonomy

· plant cell structure

· transport of water in plants

· uses of plant products.

Assessment:

This unit is assessed by means of a written examination paper, which lasts 1 hour 15

minutes.
	40% of the

total AS marks

20% of the total GCE marks



	
	Unit 3: Practical Biology and

Research Skills
	AS
	Students write a report of between 1500 and 2000 words, either a record of a visit to a site of biological interest or a report of research into a biological topic. This piece of work will be marked by the teacher and moderated by Edexcel. Students’ practical skills will be assessed by the teacher against criteria provided in the specification. 
Assessment:

The report is marked by the teacher
	20% of the total AS marks

10% of the total GCE marks

	
	Unit 4: The Natural

Environment and Species

Survival
	A2
	· photosynthesis; energy transfer within ecosystems

· evidence for global warming

· evolution through natural selection and speciation

· nutrient recycling

· DNA profiling and PCR

· structure of bacteria and viruses

· infectious diseases (eg AIDS and TB) and immunology.

Assessment:

This unit is assessed by means of a written examination paper, which lasts 1 hour 30 minutes.
	40%

of the

total A2

marks

20% of

the total

GCE

marks


	
	Unit 5: Energy, Exercise and

Coordination
	A2
	· ATP, glycolysis, anaerobic/aerobic respiration

· control and functioning of heart; ventilation and cardiac output

· homeostasis

· the nervous system

· impact of exercise on body, and improving performance

· hormonal coordination

· brain structure and development

· imbalances in brain chemicals

· Human Genome Project.

Assessment:

This unit is assessed by means of a written examination paper, which lasts 1 hour 30

minutes.


	40% of the total A2 marks

20% of the total GCE marks



	
	Unit 6: Practical Biology and

Investigative Skills
	A2
	Students will complete a written report of an experimental investigation, which they have devised and carried out.

Assessment:

This piece of work is marked by Edexcel. 


	20% of the

total AS marks

10% of the total GCE

marks


BUSINESS STUDIES   AS and Advanced GCE – AQA

Requirements

· Grade B in GCSE English
· Grade C in GCSE Mathematics
· If taken, a grade B in GCSE Business Studies (GCSE is not a prerequisite for studying A Level)
Description of the Course

This specification has been designed to provide candidates with a critical understanding of the following:

· the internal functions of business organisations of all types, the markets they serve and the process of adding value

· the dynamic environments within which businesses operate and the effects this can have upon decision-making within a business

· major topical issues that can generate change for business organisations and the ways in which businesses respond 

· the range of stakeholder perspectives that can be taken on business activities

The course lays an appropriate foundation for further study of Business Studies or related subjects in higher education. It is a suitable course for candidates from different educational backgrounds and would be useful for any students intending to pursue a career in business.

Students studying Business Studies will develop the following skills: decision-making, problem solving, data skills, clear communication, presenting arguments, planning, conducting research and reflection. Students will have access to a newly refurbished computer suite and will have the opportunity to use office software for research and presentations.

Additional Costs
Students are required to purchase textbooks at £15 each. In addition revision guides are extremely useful for exam preparation. These vary from around £5 to £15. The Business Studies and Economics Department currently organise an optional trip to Paris in February of the AS year for the ‘Your Future in Europe’ Conference at the Palais de Congres. This is currently £400. 

	AS
	A2

	Unit 1 

Planning and Financing a Business

Examination: 1hr 15 mins

40% of AS year; 20% of A Level

Short and extended answer questions based on unseen case studies
	Unit 3 

Strategies for Success

Examination: 1hr 45 mins

50% of A2 year; 25% of A Level

Questions requiring extended answers based on an unseen case study

	Unit 2 

Managing a Business

Examination: 1hr 30 mins

60% of AS year; 30% of A Level

Consisting of short and extended questions

	Unit 4 

The Business Environment and Managing Change

Examination: 1hr 45 mins

50% of A2 year; 25% of A Level

Section 1: Pre-released research task

Section 2: Choice of essays

	There is no coursework during either AS or A2 year


CHEMISTRY    AS and Advanced GCE – Edexcel
Requirements

At least B in GCSE Chemistry or
At least B in GCSE Additional Science
AND at least A in GCSE Mathematics
Description of Course

This course aims to give you the skills and understanding to make decisions about the way chemistry affects your everyday life by applying concepts into contemporary areas of chemistry including:
· climate change

· green chemistry

· pharmaceuticals

· chemical research
· nanotechnology

In addition, an A Level in Chemistry allows you to develop a range of generic skills requested by both employers and universities. For instance, a successful A Level chemist will be an effective problem-solver and be able to communicate efficiently both orally and with the written word. Handling data will be a key part of your work, allowing you to demonstrate information retrieval skills as well as use of numeracy and ICT. You will build up a range of practical skills that require creativity and accuracy as well as developing a firm understanding of health and safety issues. As chemistry is a subject in which much learning stems from experimental work it is likely that you will need to work effectively as part of a group, developing team participation and leadership skills. As you become more skilled you will take responsibility for selecting appropriate qualitative and quantitative methods, recording your observations and findings accurately and precisely as well as critically analysing and evaluating the methodology, results and impact of your own and others’ experimental and investigative activities. 

Is this the right subject for me?

AS or A Level Chemistry is suitable if you:
· have an interest in, and enjoy chemistry 

· want to find out about how things work in the world

· enjoy applying your mind to solving problems

· want to use chemistry to progress onto further studies in Higher Education or support other qualifications or enter chemistry-based employment.
How will I be assessed?

	AS
	Unit 1 Core Principles of Chemistry
	Unit 2: Applications of Core Principles of Chemistry
	Unit 3: Chemistry laboratory skills 1

	 
	External exam: written paper (90 mins) 
	External exam: written paper (90 mins) 
	Internal assessment

	A2
	Unit 4: General Principles of Chemistry 1-Rates, equilibria and further organic chemistry
	Unit 5: General Principles of Chemistry 2-Transition Metals and Organic Nitrogen Chemistry
	Unit 6: Chemistry laboratory skills 2

	 
	External exam: written paper (100 mins)
	External exam: written paper (100 mins)
	Internal assessment


AS Level

You will complete a written exam that lasts 90 minutes for each of Units 1 and 2. The papers will contain objective multiple choice questions, short-answer questions and extended answer questions. For Unit 3 you will be assessed on four aspects of your practical work. Activity a is an assessment of your practical skills over your whole year’s practical work. Activity b is an assessed practical on a qualitative observation. Activity c is an assessed practical on a quantitative measurement. Activity d is an assessed practical on a preparation (making a chemical).

A Level

You will complete a written exam that lasts for 100 minutes for each of Units 4 and 5. The papers will contain objective, multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions and extended answer questions. For Unit 6 you will be assessed on four aspects of your practical work, as in Unit 3, with activities a, b, c and d. 

What can I do after I have completed the course?

Whilst many job opportunities specifically using chemistry require higher qualifications, most laboratory-based jobs benefit from a chemistry qualification, for instance dental assistant or veterinary assistant. Many employers view success at A Level Chemistry as a clear indication of sound academic ability.

Many university courses have a significant proportion of chemistry content and an A Level in Chemistry is excellent preparation for such further study. UK HE institutions currently offer over 200 courses where chemistry is the primary subject. Often these courses can include an additional year’s study, either in industry or at a university abroad. Some courses can include study in other related areas. Examples include:
· chemistry with medicinal chemistry

· chemistry with forensic science and toxicology

· chemistry with pharmacology
Over 500 additional courses contain a notable element of chemistry as well as allowing a degree of breadth of study. These include:
· chemistry and sports science

· chemistry and politics

· chemistry with computer science
In addition a number of other courses either specifically require or find it desirable to have an A Level in Chemistry. These include courses such as chemical engineering, medicine, veterinary medicine, biological sciences, environmental science, pharmacy and dentistry.

Additional Costs

1. Textbooks: £20 new; a number of second-hand books will be available, the price will be dependent on the condition of the book.

2. Revision Guide: £5
3. Revision conference: approximately £20

4. Membership of Chemnet, the student branch of the Royal Society of Chemistry, is strongly recommended if students are considering a scientific, medical or engineering course at University: £10 for one year, £15 for two years.
COMPUTING   AS and Advanced GCE  -  AQA

Requirement

Grade B or higher in GCSE Mathematics.

Course Description
Do you get a ‘buzz’ from solving puzzles and problems? The emphasis on this course is problem solving.  

Students learn computer programming in Pascal and Lazarus - a valuable, useful and interesting skill. They then apply this skill by writing programs of their own to solve problems. 

The course also covers computer hardware, software, software engineering, databases, networking and the Internet – and how these can solve problems.

Benefits

The course builds a sound foundation in the practical and theoretical aspects of Computing. Students acquire significant programming and problem-solving skills and a sound knowledge of Computing concepts. It is an excellent preparation for advanced Computing courses at university or direct entry into industry.

Assessment

	AS
	A2

	Unit 1:
Problem Solving, Programming, Data Representation and Practical Exercise 

(30% - 2 hour on-screen exam)


	Unit 3:
Problem solving, Programming, Operating Systems, Databases and Networking 
(30% - 2.5 hours written exam)



	Unit 2:

Computer components, The Stored Program Concept and The Internet 
(20% - 1 hour written exam)


	Unit 4:
The Computing Practical Project 
(20% - coursework internally assessed)




DANCE   AS and Advanced GCE  -  AQA
Requirements

If GCSE Dance taken, minimum grade B
If not, relevant dance experience

Description of course

This qualification provides progression from GCSE Dance as well as forming a basis for higher education; however, no prior dance qualification is required.  It is accepted that some students will have gained relevant experience in dance without necessarily gaining a qualification in the subject.  The course is based on contemporary dance technique; however, students from all dance background are welcome.  The content of the course is in-depth and detailed.  Students are required to attend extra rehearsals for choreography and performance in addition to their timetabled lessons.

There are theatre trips and visits to dance institutes, which are optional and vary in cost. The students are required to purchase dance department uniform, also at an extra cost.
The course is taught under four headings:

· Understanding Dance

· Choreography and Performance

· Dance Appreciation: Content and Context

· Group choreography and Solo Performance.

	AS


	A2

	UNIT 1: Understanding Dance

1 hour 30 min 

Written examination:

Questioning students understanding of dance training as a performer, the process and craft of choreography and the significance of dances.

40% of AS mark

20% of A Level mark

The exam is externally marked

(60 marks)
	UNIT 3: Content and context

1 hour 30 min 

Written examination: 

SECTION A: Question students’ understanding of an era of ballet, modern and jazz.

SECTION B: Question students’ understanding of a professional dance work.

25% of A Level mark

(80 marks)

	UNIT 2: Choreography and performance

Practical coursework:

SECTION A: Students choreograph and perform a solo dance between 2-3 min from a choice of questions released by the exam board.

(60 marks)

SECTION B: Students perform a duo/trio in any genre or style between 3-4 min.

(30 marks)

60% of AS mark

30% of A Level mark
	UNIT 4: Group choreography and solo performance.

SECTION A: Students choreograph a group dance of between 2-3 min in which they do not perform. Questions are set by the exam board and candidates select 1.

(45 marks)

SECTION B: Students perform a solo of between 2-3 min which demonstrates an understanding of a performance style linked to a practitioner from either ballet, modern or jazz genres.

The exam is marked by a visiting examiner.

(30 marks)

25% of A Level mark

(75 marks)


DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES   AS and Advanced GCE -  Edexcel

Requirements

A* - B in Drama GCSE or A* - B in English and English Literature

Description of the course
It is beneficial to have taken Drama at GCSE level but not essential. It is important that you are interested in gaining a greater understanding of how theatre and plays work and that you are keen to be involved in practical performance work.

The course demands practical, creative and communication skills in almost equal measure.  You will extend your ability to create drama and theatre, either in a performing or production role.  You will also be required to write about drama and to develop your powers of analysis to become an informed critic.  The course will involve taking part in drama productions, as well as studying plays, playwrights and theatre practitioners.

You need to be curious about issues and ideas and have a creative instinct for communicating your views through drama.  You may be keen on acting, writing or on the visual and technical side of theatre and wish to develop your skills in some or all of these areas.  Equally you will be interested in going to the theatre to see plays performed by different theatre companies.

Aims
The aims of this course are to encourage students to develop their interest and enjoyment in drama and theatre both as participants and as informed members of an audience, fostering an enthusiasm for and critical appreciation of the subject. The students will develop their understanding and appreciation of the significance of social, cultural and historical influences on the development of drama and theatre. They will experience a range of opportunities to develop a variety of dramatic and theatrical skills, enabling them to grow creatively and imaginatively in both devised and scripted work.

This course requires students to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how performers, designers and directors communicate meaning to an audience through a variety of dramatic elements. Students will develop their ability to work creatively and collaboratively as part of  a team and their ability to think independently and respond to plays imaginatively conveying ideas clearly and coherently.

Additional Costs

Theatre visits and study materials at a total cost of approximately £60.00 per year.
	AS
	A2

	Unit 1

Exploration of Drama and Theatre

                                 (40% of total AS mark)

· This unit requires students to explore two contrasting play texts in a practical and active way, demonstrating an understanding of how style, form, dramatic structure and characterisation can be interpreted and realised in performance.

· One of the play texts will be explored in the light of a recognised theatre practitioner. 

· A set of Exploration Notes based on individual research and response to the practical work will need to be submitted. (Maximum:- 3000 words). 

· The students will also be taken to watch a live theatrical performance and then required to submit an evaluation of the performance. (Maximum:- 1000 words)  


	Unit 3

Exploration of Dramatic Performance

                               (40% of total A2 mark)

· This unit requires students to create a unique and original piece of theatre.

· Their starting point may be stimulus material, themes, ideas and issues or a published play.

· The students will be assessed on the research and development of their work as well as the final performance which will take place in front of an identified audience.

· They are also required to complete a written evaluation on both the process and performance of their work.



	Unit 2

Theatre Text in Performance

                                    (60% of AS mark)

· This unit will be assessed under examination conditions by a visiting examiner and contains two elements

· It requires students to contribute to a performance of a professionally published play. Students may either act in the performance or offer a design form (ie. Lighting/Sound)

· Additionally students must offer either a monologue or duologue from a different play.

· Students will also provide a concept of the interpretation of their chosen roles or designs.
	Unit 4

Theatre Text in context

                           (60% of A2 mark)

· This unit takes the form of a two and a half hour written paper.

· There are three sections to the paper.

· In sections A and B the students answer questions on a play that they have studied in their lessons from the point of view of a director.

· In Section C the students are required to respond to questions about a play they have studied, and seen professionally, written prior to 1899. They will need to compare the production they have seen in the light of the original performance conditions.




ECONOMICS   AS and Advanced GCE – Edexcel

Requirements

· Grade B in GCSE English
· Grade B in GCSE Mathematics
· If taken, a grade A in GCSE Business Studies 
Description of the Course
Economics is the study of how society copes with the ‘economic problem’ – the existence of unlimited wants and scarce resources. How do consumers, firms and governments make decisions regarding resource allocation? As a society, how do we decide who gets what?
Microeconomics is the study of individual markets. It explores how the interaction of supply and demand determines the price of goods and services, and the quantity produced and consumed. In microeconomics, students study the impact of factors such as advertising, changes in income, taxes, subsidies and rival products on the market for a good or service.  We examine the objectives of firms and analyse the motives behind their behaviour – considerations such as costs, profit and efficiency. Market failure is discussed in the context of the environment and sustainability; students will evaluate the success of current government intervention such as carbon trading, road pricing and taxation. 
Macroeconomics focuses on broader economic issues that apply at a national and international level. Students will learn about macroeconomic indicators, such as economic growth, recession, unemployment, inflation, exchange rates and the distribution of income. They will be encouraged to think critically about current government policy with regard to income tax, government spending, education and the NHS. Students also have the opportunity to discuss international issues including the European Union, globalisation and the progress of emerging markets (e.g. China, India and Brazil). Macroeconomics is, naturally, a very topical area of study and students tend to develop a keen interest in current affairs.
The study of economics often requires students to think both logically and creatively. Diagrams and very simple mathematical models are used to simplify the complex behaviour of individuals and firms. Students will often reason through answers using causal chains – ‘if this happens, then the possible consequences will be this and that’. However, creative students are often successful at economics too. Credit is awarded for critical thinking, original thought and intellectual flair, whilst examination is predominantly through well structured, relevant and engaging written answers. 
Additional Costs
Textbooks are purchased by students, these are approx £15. Also revision guides are extremely useful for exam preparation. These vary from around £5 to £15. The Business Studies and Economics Department currently organise an optional trip to Paris in February of the AS year for the ‘Your Future in Europe’ Conference at the Palais de Congres. This is currently £400. 
	AS
	A2

	Unit 1 

Markets: How They Work and Why They Fail (Micro)

Examination: 1hr 30 mins

50% of AS year; 25% of A Level
	Unit 3 

Business Economics and Economic Efficiency (Micro)

Examination: 1hr 30 mins

50% of A2 year; 25% of A Level

	Unit 2 

Managing the Economy (Macro)

Examination: 1hr 30 mins

50% of AS year; 25% of A Level
	Unit 4 

The Global Economy (Macro)

Examination: 2hrs

50% of A2 year; 25% of A Level

	There is no coursework during either AS or A2 year


ENGLISH LITERATURE  AS and Advanced GCE  -  AQA
Requirements

B in English Language and B in English Literature
Description of the course

There are two sides to this course.  In one, students read in depth the work of a major Victorian poet such as Tennyson or the Brontes.  In the other side, they study a mixture of Victorian texts in the three genres - drama, prose and poetry; in their exam, they draw upon this ‘wide reading’ and the social and political context of the period to help them respond to an unseen text.  Coursework comprises of the comparison of two drama texts and a novel along an overarching theme.  Students are also encouraged to write creatively; one enjoyable aspect of the coursework is a piece of creative writing from the point of view of a character they have studied. 
Teachers are given considerable freedom in their delivery of the course so students can benefit from the expertise and creative approaches to teaching that staff in the department pride themselves on.  Students can expect class discussion and debate, group work and work in role to complement the analytical study of set texts.  To supplement their learning, for the last three years we have offered students a ‘Victorian Day’, an outing that takes in lectures on a set text and a visit to a relevant exhibition and culminates in a theatre performance.
At A2 students develop skills gained at AS.  Coursework is an extended essay exploring a universal theme such as the relationship between parents and children in three texts, including a Shakespeare play.  The exam unit entitled ‘Love Through the Ages’ means building their reading repertoire, on the treatment of the theme of love in works spanning time, from Chaucer to Margaret Atwood.  
Additional costs

Purchase of texts:
AS: £17 (approx.)




A2: £15 (approx.)
	AS
	A2

	Unit 1

Texts in Context
Close study of work by a single poet and wider reading of poetry, prose and drama.
Victorian literature

· Unseen passage analysed in relation to wider reading
· Poetry Text Tennyson or The Brontes
Exam   1hr 30 mins

30% A Level  60% AS
	Unit 3

Love Through The Ages

Study of a collection of texts across genre, time and gender (Chaucer to Carol Ann Duffy)

· Unseen passages from two genres

· Two essays drawing on unseen passages and wider reading

Exam    2hr 30 mins   

 30% A Level    

	Unit 2

Creative Study

Close study of a prose and drama text related to the field above.

· Creative response to a Prose fiction text: Jane Eyre
· Comparative or contextual response to a Drama text:        A Doll’s House
Coursework                                   20% A Level    40% AS
	Unit 4

Comparative essay

An extended essay covering three texts including a Shakespeare play, a novel such as Pride and Prejudice and a student choice text.
3,000 words

Coursework                

20% A Level    


ENGLISH LANGUAGE and LITERATURE AS and Advanced GCE – AQA 

Requirements

B in English Language and B in English Literature
Description of the course

English Language and Literature shares features of the Literature A Level, but aims to develop students’ understanding of the spoken word and use of language in spoken texts as well as literary ones.  The course offers a challenging alternative to the Literature A Level, requiring students to absorb quickly new ways of analysing and discussing literary texts.  
The AS explores concepts of conversational theory introduced at GCSE and asks students to examine a range of transcripts and texts from an anthology (‘Food, Glorious Food’) such as poetry, drama, children’s stories and even food-related advertisements.  Teaching approaches reflect the imaginative variety of texts available: students may work in groups to present an analysis of a text, write a pastiche of texts (to show they understand and can emulate the author’s written style), or extend an existing piece imaginatively.  Coursework encourages their creative writing, including a similar element to that in English Literature, and involves the study of two texts similar to those studied on the Literature course. 
A2 offers students the chance to develop their creative coursework with a piece of transformational writing based on a text of their choice; it is accompanied by a commentary which explains the techniques they have used – and why.  The exam at A2 follows the study of a drama text and continues to develop students’ understanding of ‘Talk in Life and Literature’.  Opportunities exist for students to attend lectures and theatre productions. 
 Additional costs

Purchase of texts:
AS: £20 (approx.)
A2: £15 (approx.)
	AS
	A2

	Unit 1

Introduction to Language and Literature Study

Based on a themed anthology of literary and non-literary texts

· Textual commentary on unseen text(s) related to theme

· Comparative study of two passages from anthology 

Current theme:  Food
Exam 1hr 30 minutes

30% A Level 60% AS
	Unit 3

Talk in Life and Literature
· Study of Spoken English in everyday
use and in literary texts.
· Prepared drama text
e.g. Shakespeare, Hamlet, Friel, Translations
· Comparison of unseen transcript of speech and literary extract
Exam 2 hours 
30% A Level 


	Unit 2

Themes in Life and Literature

Study of a pair of literary texts

e.g.

Jane Eyre/Wide Sargasso Sea

· Critical Writing on theme in relation to two brief extracts from each text.   
1200-1500 words

· Creative Writing based on one text.
500-850 words
Coursework

20% A Level 40% AS
	Unit 4

Text Transformation

Adaptations of literary texts from a wide range of examples

Must study two genres (prose, poetry drama)

· Two text transformations or one transformation based on two texts
1,500-2,500 words

· Commentary 
1,000-2,000 words

Coursework

20% A Level


FILM STUDIES     AS and Advanced GCE -  WJEC
Requirements

B in English and B in English Literature or grade B in Film Studies
Description of the course

A Level Film Studies offers the opportunity to mix critical and creative work in a study of the dominant popular art form of the last century: cinema. The course is taught by staff from the Film and English department and could either combine with a range of arts and humanities subjects at A Level, or provide enrichment and breadth for students on science based courses.

At AS Level, students study some of the social history of film production and consumption and learn some of the key concepts of film criticism. There is study of the  British Comedy Genre and a comparative study of two US films in terms of genre. The coursework mixes creative work, usually digital storyboard, with critical analyses of film technique.

At A2, coursework includes the opportunity to make a short film, using the School’s digital video editing suite and to script a presentation on a research topic. There is a study of foreign language cinema, more advanced work on spectatorship, and detailed critical study of a single classic film.
Assessment is by a mixture of examination and coursework. Coursework counts for 45% of the total A Level grade.  Successful students will, therefore, need to be committed to working individually on extended topics. This is an intellectually demanding course, which requires excellent skills in writing and critical reading as well as good visual sense.  

Additional Costs

Purchase of Study Guides/Textbook.  No more than £25.00.

	AS
	A2

	Unit 1

Exploring Film Form

· Analysis of film form 
in a short extract from a film
1,500 words
· Creative project.
Storyboard using digital still photography

Coursework                                   40% AS    20% A Level

	Unit 3

Film research and Creative Project

· Small-scale research project
study of a director, genre, star or institution
· Creative project
students make short films in small groups of no more than four


Coursework

25% A Level
 

	Unit 2

British and American Film
· Producers and Audiences
study of film industry
· British Film
study of British Comedy Genre
· US film
comparative study of two films from different periods in terms of genre
Exam    2hr 30 mins                       60% AS     30% A Level
	Unit 4

Issues and Debates

· World Cinema
study of a theme e.g. New waves or Mexican Cinema
· Spectatorship
with reference to Popular Film and emotional response
· Single Film- Critical Study
Close study of a major film e.g Hithcock’s Vertigo, Fincher’s Fight Club
Exam    2hr 45 mins
25% A Level


FRENCH   AS and Advanced GCE  -  OCR
Requirements

A* - A at GCSE. Other students will be considered in consultation with Head of Department. 
Description of the course

The A Level French course comprising AS and A2 is designed to develop the skills of speaking, writing, listening and reading.

The course incorporates the opportunity to study topics from a variety of traditional and new media from books, newspapers and magazines, literary texts and film. The grammar of the language is also covered in far greater depth.
The speaking aspect of the course is very important and topic lessons are conducted as far as possible in the target language. 
All examinations are in French and candidates are not allowed to use a dictionary.

Additional costs

Good bilingual dictionary (£25.00)

Text book (£20.00)

Magazine subscription (£15.00)
Students are encouraged to travel abroad at least once during their course and take advantage of the opportunities offered to participate in a work experience programme in France. The cost of such trips varies between £500.00 - £600.00.
	AS
	A2

	Unit 1

Speaking

30% of AS mark

15% of A2 mark
	Unit 3

Speaking

15% of A2 mark

	Unit 2

Listening, Reading and Writing

70% of AS mark

35% of A2 mark
	Unit 4

Listening, Reading and Writing

35% of A2


Language Topic Areas

AS 
Aspects of daily life, Leisure and entertainment, Communication and media,


Education and training

A2 
Society, The environment, Science and technology, Culture

GEOGRAPHY   AS and Advanced GCE  -  OCR Syllabus A
Requirements    
B or above at Geography GCSE or BB Science for those not having taken GCSE.

Description of course

The course has been popular since the new syllabus was introduced in 2008 and achievement in examinations has been high. The new specification is issue- and concept-based and offers suitable practical experience such as fieldwork. The course is centered around four modules which are assessed in each year by examinations in June. The examination consists of both data-response and essay-style questions. Students are encouraged to make full use of fieldwork, computer time and their own research.  

It is envisaged that there will be a one week field course to East Yorkshire and a long weekend course to the Lake District, together with a local field day and attendance at an external one day lecture course.

A high percentage of candidates obtain at least a B grade, with Geography at A Level being recognised in both industry and further education as an important subject which can easily adapt to science and arts based courses, whilst providing a good general education in its own right.

Additional Costs
The two residential field courses will cost approximately £470.00 in total. These both run in Year 12; payment for the Lake District trip will be required in September of Year 12 and a deposit for the Yorkshire trip will be required in October. 
The Examination Format:
AS Units

Unit 1 – Managing Physical Environments (F761)

· River environments

· Coastal environments

· Cold environments

Unit 2 – Managing change in Human Environment (F762)

· Managing urban change

· The energy issue

· The growth of tourism

A2 Units

Unit 3 – Global Issues (F763)

Environmental Issues:


· Earth Hazards

· Climatic Hazards 

Economic Issues:

· Population and Resources
· Globalisation

Unit 4 – Geographical Skills (F764)


Geographical Skills

· Section A: data response – stimulus materials

· Section B: extended writing – questions from 

candidate’s geographical research

GERMAN    AS and Advanced GCE  -  OCR
Requirements

A* - A at GCSE. Other Students will be considered in consultation with Head of Department.  
Description of the course

The A Level German course comprising AS and A2 is designed to develop the skills of speaking, writing, listening and reading.

The course incorporates the opportunity to study topics from a variety of traditional and new media from books, newspapers and magazines, literary texts and film. The grammar of the language is also covered in far greater depth.
The speaking aspect of the course is very important and topic lessons are conducted as far as possible in the target language. 
All examinations are in German and candidates are not allowed to use a dictionary.

Additional costs

Good bilingual dictionary (£25.00)

Text book (£20.00)

Magazine subscription (£15.00)
Students are encouraged to travel abroad at least once during their course and take advantage of the opportunities offered to participate in a work experience programme in Germany. The cost of such trips varies between £500.00 - £600.00.
	AS
	A2

	Unit 1

Speaking

30% of AS mark

15% of A2 mark


	Unit 3

Speaking

15% of A2 mark

	Unit 2

Listening, Reading and Writing

70% of AS mark

35% of A2 mark


	Unit 4

Listening, Reading and Writing

35% of A2


Language Topic Areas

AS
Aspects of daily life, leisure and entertainment, communication and media,


education and training

A2
Society, the environment, science and technology, culture

HISTORY    AS and Advanced GCE   -  OCR
Requirements
B in GCSE History. Students without GCSE History will be considered on an individual basis.

Description of course

This is essentially a modern history course which explores aspects of British, European and World History. The course is designed to develop the following skills:

· The use and evaluation of historical evidence

· Analysis and interpretation of past events

· Independent research

· Evaluation of controversial issues

· Essay - writing and formulating clear arguments

AS – Year 12

English History – The Liberals and the Conservatives 1846 – 1895
This course involves studying the formation of the present day political parties and the significant ministries of William Gladstone and Benjamin Disraeli. Students will study Gladstonian Liberalism and the support for free trade, attitudes to Ireland and Home Rule and Disraelian Conservatism, the domestic reforms of 1874-1880 and foreign and imperial policy. 

American History – The Origins of the American Civil War 1820 – 1861
This course involves studying how the issue of slavery developed in the Territories from 1820 to 1850 and how substantial the differences between the North and the South were on the eve of the Civil War.

A2 - Year 13

World History – The Causes of World War Two 1918 – 1941
Students will study how long-term discontent about the results of the First World War were not resolved by attempts at international understanding in the 1920s. The consequences of nationalistic sentiment in Europe and Asia, exacerbated by economic depression, will also be examined. Students will be required to understand the growing complexities of international relations in the 1930s and how a series of interlinked conflicts in Europe and Asia lead to global war. The British policy of appeasement will also be held under the spotlight. 

European History – Russia and its Rulers 1855 – 1964

This module focuses on the nature of Russian government and its impact on the Russian people and society. Students will understand the similarities and differences between the autocratic rule of the tsars to 1917 and the subsequent Russian dictatorships. Rulers studied will be Alexander II, Alexander III, Nicholas II, the Provisional Government, Lenin, Stalin and Khrushchev. 

Additional Information

Students will be expected to attend two A Level History lecture conferences – approximately £20.00 each. Students will also be expected to purchase two textbooks in each year – approximately £10.00 each.
	AS
	A2

	Module 1 

The Liberals and the Conservatives 1846-1895

50% of AS mark

25% of A2 mark

One exam – 1 ½ hours
	Module 3

The Causes of World War Two 1918 – 1941

20% of A2 mark

Two 2000 word essays (coursework – each essay is worth 10% of total A2 mark)

	Module 2

The Origins of the American Civil War 1820-1861

50% of AS mark

25% of A2 mark

One exam – 1 ½ hours
	Module 4

Russia and its Rulers 1855 – 1964

30% of A2 mark

One exam – two hours


MATHEMATICS    AS and Advanced GCE -  OCR
Requirements

Minimum Grade A at GCSE for Mathematics and A* for Further Mathematics.
Description of course

Mathematics is a popular and useful A Level and very satisfying to those who enjoy it.  Mathematics is a good choice in combination with any of the sciences, and also makes a good counterpart when combined with Humanities or Arts subjects.  Furthermore, evidence has shown that people with a maths A Level earn, on average, 10% more than those without, regardless of further education.
Strong students of mathematics can study A Level Further Maths or AS Level Further Maths in addition to A Level Maths.  Any student thinking of studying Maths at university should study both Maths and Further Maths A Levels, and we strongly recommend that any student wishing to study Maths-related subjects at university, e.g. Engineering or Physics, follows one of the Further Maths options.

Students who opt for Mathematics will be expected to make good and rapid progress during the early stages of the AS course. Towards the end of the first half of the autumn term, they will take an internal assessment. If their progress is not satisfactory they will not be permitted to continue with the course. For this reason, Mathematics may only be taken as one of four AS courses in total.

Additional costs

1. Textbooks
Text books for Core 1 and Core 2 will be provided.  For all other modules, approximately £12 per new book per module.  Some second-hand books are available, price dependent upon condition.
2.  It would be beneficial to purchase a graphical calculator.  These are currently available through school @ approx. £45
All examinations are 1 hour 30 minutes.

	AS Mathematics

YEAR 12


	A2 Mathematics

YEAR 13

	Unit 1

Core 1  

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 4

Core 3

16.67% A Level



	Unit 2

Core 2 

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 5

Core 4

16.67% A Level



	Unit 3

One from: Decision Maths1, Mechanics 1, 

Statistics 1.  

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 6

One from: Decision Maths 1, Mechanics 1,
Statistics 1.

(dependent upon option already chosen) 

16.67% A Level





	AS Maths and AS Further Maths (2 AS Levels)

YEAR 12
	A2 Maths and AS Further Maths (1½ A Levels)
YEAR 13



	Unit 1

Core 1  

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 7

Core 3

16.67% A Level

	Unit 2

Core 2 

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 8

Core 4

16.67% A Level

	Unit 3

Statistics 1

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 9

One from: 

Mechanics 2, Statistics 2, Decision 2

16.67% A Level

	Unit 4

Further Pure Maths 1

16.67% A Level
	

	Unit 5

Decision 1

16.67% A Level
	

	Unit 6

Mechanics 1

16.67% A Level
	


	AS Maths and AS Further Maths (2 AS Levels)
YEAR 12


	A2 Maths and A2 Further Maths (2 A Levels)
YEAR 13

	Unit 1

Core 1  

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 7

Core 3

16.67% A Level

	Unit 2

Core 2 

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 8

Core 4

16.67% A Level

	Unit 3

Statistics 1

16.67% A Level

33.33% AS Level
	Unit 9

One from: 

Mechanics 2, Statistics 2, Decision 2

16.67% A Level

	Unit 4

Further Pure Maths 1

16.67% A Level
	Unit 10

Further Pure Maths 2 or Further Pure Maths 3
16.67% A Level

	Unit 5

Decision 1

16.67% A Level
	Students will also complete two of: 

Further Pure 2, Further Pure 3, Mechanics 2, Mechanics 3, Statistics 2, Statistics 3 or Decision 2 (dependent upon options previously chosen)

	Unit 6

Mechanics 1

16.67% A Level
	


MUSIC   AS and Advanced GCE  - OCR
Requirements

B in GCSE Music. Minimum Grade 4 standard (or equivalent) in instrument or voice.

Course description 
The course aims at students who already have a basic knowledge of theoretical and practical knowledge of music. Students will develop this knowledge throughout the course in three main areas: performing, composing and musical analysis. Free instrumental tuition is provided throughout the course (one hour per week).

AS 

Unit 1 (40%)

Performing
Section A – Solo Recital








60 Marks
A solo recital which must be prepared by the student, lasting a maximum of 8 minutes. The student must perform to approximately grade 4/5 standard in order to achieve the highest standard.

Section B – Viva Voce








20 Marks

A 5 minute discussion with the examiner about the performance.

Section C – Extended Performance 






40 Marks

One of:

1. Performing on a second instrument (maximum 4 minutes)

2. Ensemble performance or accompanying (maximum 4 minutes)

3. Performing own composition (maximum 4 minutes)

4. Improvisation (maximum 2 minutes with 10 minutes preparation time)
 
Unit 2 (30%)

Composing
Section A – Western Tonal Harmony






45 Marks
Students learn how to and complete various harmony exercises, which are used to compile a portfolio of seven for assessment.
Section B – Instrumental Composition






45 Marks

Students compose an ensemble composition (minimum 4 instruments) in the style of their choice (maximum 3 minutes).

Unit 3 (30%)

Introduction to Historical Study
Section A










30 Marks
Students study a range of instrumental music from 1700-1830 and popular music from 1900-2008, and answer one Aural Extract picked from these areas.

Section B










40 Marks
Students learn about two sets of prescribed work and answer one Extract from each.

Section C

Students answer one essay question on the context of the music from section B.
A2

Unit 1 (40%)
Further Performing
This unit is externally assessed by a visiting examiner and is broken down into 3 sections, all of which must be completed.
Section A – Solo Recital








100 Marks

A solo recital which must be prepared by the student, with a characteristic link, lasting a maximum of 15 minutes. The student must perform to approximately grade 6 standard in order to achieve the highest standard.

Section B - Viva Voce








20 Marks

A 5 minute discussion with the examiner about the performance.
Unit 2 (30%)

Composing
This unit is internally assessed and is broken down into 2 sections, both of which must be completed.
Section A – Western Tonal Harmony






45 Marks

Students now complete more advanced harmony exercises in one particular style, which are used to compile a portfolio of seven for assessment.

Section B – Composition








45 Marks

Students compose either a programmatic or vocal composition in the style of their choice (maximum 3 minutes).
Unit 3 (30%)

Introduction to Historical Study
This unit is assessed through Timed Examination Paper (2 hours), which is divided into 2 sections.
Section A










40 Marks
Students complete a set of listening questions on about how a certain mood has been created in music.
Section B










50 Marks

Students answer two essay questions on a group of related set works that they have studied.
PHOTOGRAPHY    AS and Advanced GCE -  AQA
Requirements
· For students who have taken GCSE Photography an A or A*. 
· Those who have not taken the GCSE course are interviewed.

Description of course
The course is a combination of practical and theoretical work during which the students take, process, print and mount work to a very high standard. The practical work is supported by a written submission which covers historical, contextual and technical issues raised by the work. In A2 there is one unit supported by a 1000 to 3000 word essay.

Photography draws heavily on the student’s cross-curricular knowledge. As almost all aspects of life have been documented photographically over the last 150 years, students can direct their work into areas in which they have particular interests. With few exceptions the students choose the subject areas that they wish their modules to be based on.

The students have access to a library of over 3000 photography books plus thousands of periodicals on which to base their research, and access to a wide range of photographic equipment (including large format cameras) and this allows them to produce work to professional standards.

The practical work is based on silver based black and white photography for the following reasons

· It allows full manual control of the image at exposure, the ‘taking’ stage.

· The cameras and enlargers cost a fraction of the cost of equipment required for digital photography, produce higher quality images, are far more robust and do not require frequent updating.

· The running costs are lower than either colour or digital photography.

· Students trying to master black and white, colour and digital photography in a course of this duration will only acquire superficial knowledge and skills. By concentrating on the purest form of photography they acquire in depth knowledge and skills (as reflected in our very good results).

· This form of photography has the longest history, allowing for a deeper understanding of photography’s development and its contextual  issues.

· The skills acquired are fundamental to both colour and digital photography.

· Students find it refreshing and interesting to work in a darkroom away from computer screens and desks.
· Students using digital equipment tend to erase work they do not like whilst taking photographs.  This destroys the record of how they have worked, and they inevitably erase good photographs.
Additional costs:

Every attempt is made to keep the costs down and wherever possible material is supplied to the students at wholesale prices. The department provides cameras but the student needs some basic equipment: scissors, enlarging filters etc. and they pay for film and paper. Depending on the volume of work done by the student, the costs range between £75 and £100 for AS and up to £200 for A2.

Module Information:

AS Level  -  
Unit 1: combined practical and theoretical units each worth 60% of the AS marks.

Unit 2: combined practical and theoretical the examination unit. There is a choice of topics set by the AQA. It is worth the remaining 40%.
A2 Level -
Unit 3: combined practical and theoretical unit (which includes a 1000 to 3000 word essay) worth 60% of the A2 marks.

Unit 4: combined practical and theoretical the examination unit. There is a choice of topics set by the AQA. It is worth the remaining 40%.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION     AS and Advanced GCE  -  OCR
Requirements

C grade or above in either GCSE P.E. or Science

Description of Course

The focus of the course is on participation and performance in physical activity as part of a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle. 

The main components of a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle are: 

• physical activity; 

• diet/energy balance; 

• work/life balance; 

• mental health; 

• abstinence from smoking; 

• adherence to recommended levels of alcohol consumption; 

• sexual health awareness. 

Physical activity is an essential and integral component of a balanced, active and healthy lifestyle. As such, physical activity has an impact on many of the other components just as the other components have an impact upon participation and performance in physical activity. 

The OCR course will enable candidates to achieve the Physical Education subject criteria aims by: 

• increasing their physical competence; 

• developing their involvement and effectiveness in physical activity; 

• enabling them to become informed and discerning decision-makers in

  relation to their and others’ involvement in physical activity. 

Coursework Requirements

AS Unit G452: Acquiring, developing and evaluating practical skills in Physical Education.
Pupils are assessed in two chosen sporting activities from two different activity profiles and in an oral response to a live performance.  Pupils can now be assessed as a performer, coach and official in their sporting activities. 

A2 Unit G454: The improvement of effective performance and the critical evaluation of practical activities in Physical Education.

Pupils are assessed in one chosen sporting activities and in an oral response to a live performance. Pupils can now be assessed as a performer, coach and official in their sporting activities.
	 
	A2

	UNIT 1

An Introduction to Physical Education

Exam: 2 hours

60% of AS mark

30% of total A2 mark
	UNIT 3

Principles and concepts across different areas of Physical Education

Exam: 2½ hours

35% of total A2 mark



	UNIT 2

Acquiring, developing and evaluating practical skills in Physical Education

Practical

40% of AS mark

20% of total A2 mark
	UNIT 4

The improvement of effective performance and the critical evaluation of practical activities in Physical Education

Practical

15% of total A2 mark




Practical Sport.

It is essential that pupils are playing sport both inside and outside of school to a high standard. The practical element of the course is worth 40% and is assessed over two activities at AS and one activity at A2.

Trips.

As part of the course, students will have the opportunity to attend a number of trips which will enhance their learning of different areas of the course.

Eton or Rugby School.

A visit to one of the Clarendon Schools to offer pupils a real insight to how Public School athleticism developed during the nineteenth century. 

.

PHYSICS    AS and Advanced GCE - OCR Specification B  -  Advancing Physics
Requirements

At least grade B in Additional Science  or Physics and grade A in Mathematics.

Students who have taken Additional Applied Science are not eligible to study A Level Physics.

Description of course

The Advancing Physics course has been developed by the Institute of Physics.  The course provides a distinctive structure within which students learn both about fundamental concepts and about Physics in everyday and technological settings.  The course relies on a willingness to think about and engage with new and challenging concepts.  Independent study and improvement of mathematical skills are encouraged from the outset.  The AS and A2 courses each have their own Student’s Book and CD-ROM that provide support for the work done in lessons.  There is also a website, maintained by the Institute of Physics, which provides further support and information to students.

Physics is a versatile A Level which results in the development of a range of skills attractive to prospective employers.  Some of the careers those studying Physics at A Level progress to include:

Academic Research



Meteorology

Broadcasting




Nuclear Science

Electronic Engineering


Renewable Energy

Environmental Research


Scientific Journalism/Publishing
Finance




Software Engineering
Law





Teaching


Management Consultancy

Materials Engineering

Medical Physics

Additional costs

Students are expected to contribute £5.00 per year for resources.  There is the option to purchase a revision CD, revision guide, extensive additional textbook and we organise a subscription to an A Level Physics magazine (approximately £12.50).

1. Students completing the full A Level course will have the opportunity to attend a 3 day residential trip to CERN in Geneva.  This is an excellent opportunity to learn first-hand about a key aspect of A2 Physics.  The approximate cost is £350.

2. The Physics department organises numerous visits throughout the 2 years some of which will incur costs to students who wish to attend.  These visits have been carefully selected to enhance learning and although they are not compulsory they are strongly recommended.  

Previous trips include:

· Research trip to Science Museum in preparation for coursework.

· Indoor skydiving in relation to Motion topic.

· Visit to Medical Physics department of a hospital in relation to Imaging topic.

· Trip to Joint European Torus (JET) in relation to Particle Physics and Electric and Magnetic fields.

All units listed below are mandatory.
	AS
	A2

	G491: Physics in Action
· Communication

· Designer materials                 

1 hour written examination

30% of AS mark, 15% of A2 mark


	G494: Rise and Fall of the Clockwork Universe

· Models and rules

· Matters in extremes

1 hour 15 minutes written exam

15% of A2 mark

	G492: Understanding Processes and Experimentation and Data Handling
· Waves and quantum behaviour

· Space, time and motion
1 hr 45 minutes examination

50% of AS mark

25% of A2 mark


	G495: Field and Particle Pictures
· Fields

· Fundamental particles

2 hour written exam

25% of A2 mark

	G493: Physics in Practice: Internal assessment of practical skills
· Quality of measurement
· Physics in use
20% of AS mark

10% of A2 mark


	G496: Researching Physics: Internal assessment of practical skills
· Practical investigation
· Research briefing

Internal assessment

10% of A2 mark


PSYCHOLOGY   AS and Advanced GCE - AQA
Requirements

A minimum B grade at GCSE English and GCSE Additional Science or at least one B grade in Triple Science GCSE.  The course involves some statistics and therefore a grade B at GCSE Mathematics would be advantageous.

Description of Course

· To study the theoretical approaches of psychology.

· To acquire practical, analytical and evaluative skills.

· To use both qualitative and quantitative methods to evaluate theories.

· To apply psychological research to real situations.  

Psychology is the scientific study of the human mind and behaviour.  Studying psychology at AS and A Level provides the opportunity to explore some of the main areas of psychology such as memory, stress, addiction, phobias, sleep disorders and social influence. It is well suited to those who have an inquiring mind, as reading around the subject is essential.  A successful student should expect to spend approximately one hour studying at home studying for every hour spent in the classroom. Psychology is highly regarded for entry into numerous careers, including those related to business, education, health and social justice.  

Additional Costs

Textbook – No more than £20

Subscription to ‘Psychology Review’ is strongly recommended.  It is aimed at A Level students to develop and enrich their understanding of key topics. - £12 

Revision Conference - approximately £22 

	AS
	A2

	Unit 1:  Cognitive Psychology, Developmental Psychology and Research Methods
(50% AS Level - 1 hour 30 mins written exam)


	Unit 3:  Biological Rhythms and Sleep, Aggression, Cognition and Development.

(25% A Level - 1 hour 30 mins written exam)



	Unit 2:  Biological Psychology, Social Psychology and Individual Differences
(50% AS Level - 1 hour 30 mins written exam)


	Unit 4:  Psychopathology, Psychology in Action and Research Methods

(25% A Level - 2 hours written exam)




RELIGIOUS STUDIES     AS and Advanced GCE  -  Edexcel
Requirements

A* – B Religious Education OR A* - B in English and English Literature

Course Description 

Religious Studies at A Level is a fascinating and demanding subject that encourages students to consider questions regarding ultimate truth.  With the focus placed upon philosophical and ethical enquiry, A Level students will enter a critical dialogue that enables them to explore their own world view and the world view of others.  The integrity of each student’s world view is taken seriously.

Two modules are studied throughout both years of this A Level.  The Philosophy of Religion includes the study of arguments for and against the existence of God; miracles; the problem of evil and suffering; religious experience; beliefs concerning life after death; religious language.  The Religious Ethics module requires an exploration into the relationship between religion and morality; normative ethical theories including Utilitarianism, Situation Ethics and Natural Moral Law; the application of ethical theories; ethical language and the study of concepts in moral discourse and applied ethics.

Religious Studies encourages students to develop their own views and concepts.  Lessons are treated as seminars and students will be expected to contribute with enthusiasm, be willing to discuss what they have read and, later, to put it into writing.

Students are assessed on their final examinations.
Additional Costs

Textbooks:  
Robert Bowie, ‘Ethical Studies‘ Nelson Thornes Ltd; 2Rev Ed edition (2004) £17.99

Conferences:  Students may attend a relevant conference which should cost approximately £20 including travel.

Religious Studies Educational Trip:  Every two years the RS Department organises an educational trip to a religious place of interest.  Students studying at A Level are automatically invited, although attendance is not compulsory.  
	UNIT
	TITLE
	LEVEL
	ASSESSMENT MODE
	ASSESSMENT PAPER DURATION
	PERCENTAGE OF FULL GCE

	1
	Foundations
	AS
	External Examination
	1 hour 45 minutes
	25%

	2
	Investigations
	AS
	External Examination
	1 hour 15 minutes
	25%

	3
	Developments
	A2
	External Examination
	1 hour 45 minutes
	25%

	4
	Implications
	A2
	External Examination
	1 hour 15 minutes
	25%


COMMUNITY SERVICE
Volunteering / Vinvolved

 

All Sixth Form students are expected to contribute to the school community in school community service or by helping within the wider community. Students are recognised for their contributions and awarded accreditation through the Vinvolved Scheme. Certificates are awarded for the first 50 hours of volunteering, and following that, students are able to continue their work and gain further formal recognition for their impact through the Vinspired scheme. Volunteering develops a number of transferable skills for future employment or university placements. Students can
1.
Sports



volunteer to help in lower school PE lessons or with
                                                           extra-curricular clubs. Coaching opportunities are available

                                                           with Primary School children.
2.
Curriculum Support

help individuals with reading and classroom support in the                                                                   

                                                           Lower School. Further details from Mrs Shallcross.
3.
Peer mentoring

be trained to enable Sixth Formers to mentor younger





pupils. Further details from Miss Gillan.
4.
School Clubs


assist with or run clubs.




5. 
Prefects


apply to become a prefect. This gives valuable experience in the 
organisation of functions like the Christmas Party and the Sixth

Form Prom, and of more mundane matters such as finances.  

6.
Charity Work


participate in fund-raising activities arranged by the Sixth            

Form throughout the school year. These have included events such as a clothing collection and collecting loose change in form classes.
In addition all clubs and societies available in the main School such as the Choir and Orchestras are open to Sixth Formers.

SOCIAL PROVISION IN THE SIXTH FORM
The Sixth Form Block
1.
The Common Room

This is available throughout the day.

            The following are expected:


a)
It is to be left in a tidy state. 


b)
Music and radios and recreational games may be played quietly at lunchtimes
and breaks only so as not to disrupt the rest of the block.

2.
The Study

This room is designed to provide a quiet and pleasant area to study.

Sixth Form Careers information and prospectuses are kept in the reading area of the room,  
            together with information on Gap Year activities, sponsorship, student finance etc.  

3.
The School Library

A wide range of books is available for reference and loan.

4.
Mobile Phones


These may be used in the common room.  They must be switched off during lessons and assembly.  No mobile phone may be taken into any examination.

5.
Computers


Laptop computers are available for use by the Sixth Form in the main school library. iMacs,
            Macbooks and PC laptops are available for use in The Study.
Social Events
Several social events are organised by the prefects throughout the year including a Christmas Party and the Sixth Form Prom. 
CAREERS GUIDANCE IN THE SIXTH FORM
The aim of the programme is to educate and familiarise all Sixth Formers with the opportunities available to them after their Sixth Form courses. We try to make the guidance as individual as possible. If you have a specific career in mind, you should inform your subject teachers and Mrs Wilkes at the beginning of the Lower Sixth so that they can make you aware of any relevant courses or work experience opportunities.
LOWER SIXTH

In the Autumn Term an Induction Day introduces the study skills necessary to maintain the level of commitment required at A Level.

During the Spring and Summer terms each student has the opportunity for individual careers interviews at school with the School’s own Careers Adviser.  Students are encouraged to consult the School Careers Adviser throughout their time in the Sixth Form.

During the Summer term you will also spend one week out of school on ‘Insight Week’ which gives an insight into a particular career in which you are interested.  You will be required to make the arrangements for this, with the help of the Careers Adviser.
In the Spring term all Lower Sixth Students attend a Higher Education convention where a wide range of universities advertise themselves and their courses.  
In the Summer term a Higher Education Day is held at school for all Lower Sixth Students where such matters as interviews, application forms and procedures are outlined.  The relative merits of education, employment, “Gap” years and types of courses are also examined.

Students are allocated to a HE Tutor; a member of staff who has volunteered to guide a small group of students through areas of Higher Education choice and application.

UPPER SIXTH
In the Upper Sixth those applying for Universities and Colleges of Higher and Further Education are monitored to ensure that closing dates are observed.  Those applying for employment are frequently checked and advised to ensure that their particular requirements are met, and that they have the information they require.

All students are acquainted with University and College open days, specific careers courses run by industries and firms, and are encouraged to attend.  When any student has an interview, he or she can arrange a mock interview at school to ensure adequate preparation.  (Most find the mock more daunting than the real one.)  Specialist applications for Oxbridge are dealt with by the Head of Sixth Form.

Because the range of opportunities available to students is so enormous, students are expected to show a certain self-discipline in examining ideas and finding facts for themselves.  To this end a large and comprehensive careers library is available to Sixth Formers in both The Study and the Careers Suite. 

As students become increasingly independent, their parents often become less well informed, and so we arrange parents’ meetings to cover a range of topics:

· information about the Sixth Form timetable and our expectations of students;

· university applications;

· student finance arrangements for higher education.

SIXTH FORM CONTRACT
Our Sixth Form Administrators can be contacted at any time on 01923 773296, selecting option 7.

The purpose of this contract is to set out our expectations of you to help you to achieve your potential.

At the heart of success in the Sixth Form is the relationship between staff and students which must be based on courtesy, trust, reliability and openness.

Attendance

· You must be in school at 8.50am. On Mondays and Thursdays, you make your way straight to assembly. On other days, you register in your form room. If you arrive after registration, you should sign the signing in/out book in the Sixth Form block and the register will be amended accordingly. Afternoon registration starts at 3.20pm (3.05pm on Fridays). You must be present unless authorised to be on study leave. Absence must be authorised by a member of the Sixth Form staff and students must use the signing in/out book in the Sixth Form block.

· You must attend all lessons. You must tell your form tutor about any pre-arranged absence which must be covered by a note. If you are ill during the day and need to go home, you must be authorised to sign out by your Head of Year, Head of Sixth Form or the School Office. Extended absence will require a doctor’s note.

· If you are ill and cannot come in to school, you should contact the sixth form office to inform them of your absence.

· You should not take holidays during term time. If there is a compelling reason to do so, parents must request this in writing in advance to Mr Gentry.

Independent Study

· Study periods are intended for study and should be spent in the library or The Study (Sixth Form study area). You may work in department areas if permitted by members of staff. If you cannot find an area in which to study, you should seek a member of staff to open an empty classroom for you. These periods are not intended for regular appointments such as driving lessons.

· You must adhere to the terms and conditions of the Use of The Study agreement (see Appendix 1). In the event of theft or damage of equipment you have borrowed caused by negligence or misuse, you may be obliged to pay the cost of replacement or repair.

· With permission from your parents, you may work at home during study periods at the end of the day. However, you must be in school for morning study periods. The intention is for you to go home and study. You must not use the time for part-time work. 

Study Ethos

· You must meet deadlines set for homework and preparation. If homework is not completed for a lesson, you may reasonably be asked to leave the class.

· You should always strive to achieve the highest standards possible in your work. Your subject teachers will be asked to comment on your progress at regular intervals throughout the year. Monitoring of progress will be carried out by the Sixth Form staff and you will be interviewed if we are concerned about your progress. You will be expected to meet any targets set for improvement. A full-time place in the Sixth Form comprises at least three AS/A2 courses. The School reserves the right to withdraw your place in the Sixth Form if reasonable progress is not made in all subjects.

Conduct and Courtesy

· You must not use mobile phones or laptops in lessons for unauthorised purposes such as receiving or sending texts or emails to friends. This will justifiably be seen as discourteous and distracting by teaching staff; some may view it as disruptive.

· You must follow the Sixth Form dress code (see Appendix 2).

· Smoking anywhere within the School or its vicinity is strictly forbidden. We consider that smoking is both harmful to the individual and adversely affects the reputation of the School. Sanctions will be applied to those who disregard this rule.

· Students are not permitted to park anywhere on the school site, including in the spaces adjacent to the front or back gates. If you choose to drive to school, you will have to park off-site and are reminded to be courteous to our neighbours and other road users.

· From time to time, you will be asked to take part in service to the School which could include making yourself available for Open Evening in October, acting as a runner during exam periods and helping out at careers events for lower school pupils. If you are asked by Sixth Form staff to help in this way, you are expected to respond positively. You could be asked to help during Study Afternoons and should therefore make yourself available.

Work

· You will be expected to work towards gaining a nationally recognised V50 award through VInvolved by logging 50 hours of voluntary work over a 12 month period. A presentation and further information will be given to Y12 in the Autumn Term. Completion of 50 hours provides opportunities to work towards further accreditation. 

· You are strongly discouraged from doing more than 10 hours (one full day per weekend and one evening) of part-time employment per week. Experience shows students who work more than this amount of time will be unable to keep up the commitment to their Sixth Form studies. 

Administration

· You are required to pay a subscription each year, currently £20. The money goes into the Sixth Form account to cover a variety of things such as decoration of the Sixth Form area and the provision of lockers and Sixth Form diaries. It also subsidises social events that take place throughout the year. 

· You are encouraged to exchange e-mail addresses with your subject teachers at the beginning of the year to aid communication. You are asked to supply your e-mail address and mobile number and your parents’ e-mail address and mobile number for use by the Sixth Form staff.

· You are required to pay examination fees if you withdraw from a subject after having been entered for exams or are withdrawn by the School following a lack of progress or non-attendance.

Adherence to this contract is a condition of being offered and accepting a place in the Sixth Form at Rickmansworth School. 

Appendix 1 – Use of The Study

This agreement is between Rickmansworth School and participating Sixth Form students and their parents.

Terms and conditions

· The Study is intended for private study, independent research and Higher Education and Careers research to enhance the teaching and learning given in lessons.

· No food or drink other than bottled water is to be taken into The Study.

· The Study is a working environment and, as such, due respect must be paid to others and noise should be kept to a level that would be acceptable in a library. If anyone is making excessive noise, they will be asked to leave.

· The Study can be accessed using an entry key. These will be issued by the Sixth Form Administrator and as they are an expensive resource, a £10 deposit will be charged. This will be refunded on the return of the entry key at the end of your time in Sixth Form. Replacements will be charged at a non-refundable cost of £10.

· Admission without an entry key is at the discretion of the Sixth Form Administrator.

· Admission will be blocked once the maximum capacity (70) is reached.

· Computers must be signed out and signed in. Computers are provided by the school for the purposes of study and remain the property of the school. They are for the exclusive use of the student to whom they are issued and that student is responsible for them until their return to the Sixth Form Administrator. They will be checked for damage on their return. They are not to be taken out of The Study.

· A total of 55 computers are available for the use of Sixth Form students. This consists of 10 iMacs, 30 Macbooks and 15 notebooks. These will be issued by the Sixth Form Administrator on a first-come-first-served basis.

· Computers will be provided with a standard set of school application software, including wireless access pre-installed. No additional software may be installed and no reconfiguration of software is permitted.

· In the event of any malfunction of any hardware or software, the laptop must be returned immediately for repair to the Sixth Form Administrator.

· Devices such as iPads, iPods and iPhones must not be synchronised with the school iMacs.

· Permission for printing of school-based work necessary for courses of study (e.g. essays and coursework) will be at the discretion of the Sixth Form Administrator. Pages will be charged at 5p per sheet where permission has been given.

· The reading area is intended for research into Higher Education choices and if space is limited, priority will be given as such.

· The Study is not intended for storage and all belongings must be taken when a student leaves the room.

· The fire escape is an emergency exit and must only be used in an emergency situation.

· All users should be aware that CCTV is installed in the room.

Appendix 2 - Sixth Form Dress Code

Our aim is to establish a dress code for the Sixth Form which is both different from the School uniform and appropriate to the school environment.

Girls

Trousers or skirt; black or grey, plain. No Jeans
Blouse; any colour, with a collar. Can have discrete pin-stripes or discrete checks but no logos
Jumper or cardigan; plain colour, no logos
Jacket; plain, black or grey (optional)

Suit; black or grey (optional)

Shoes or smart boots; plain, black, no trainers or plimsolls
Boys

Trousers; black or grey, plain. No Jeans
Shirt; any colour with a collar. Can have discrete pin-stripes or discrete checks but no logos
Jumper or cardigan; plain colour, no logos
Jacket; plain, black or grey (optional)

Suit; black or grey (optional)

Tie (optional unless representing the school)

Shoes or smart boots; plain, black, no trainers or plimsolls
All students

Hair; conventional in style and length

Jewellery; small items suitable for a school environment permitted

Facial piercing is not encouraged, however one discrete nose stud will be permitted

It is expected that all students are dressed smartly on their journeys to and from school and throughout the school day.
Any items of clothing that are not allowed at school (e.g. Hoodies) will be confiscated.

APPLYING TO THE SIXTH FORM
While no place in the Sixth Form can be guaranteed, applicants who meet the minimum entry requirements will be allocated places in the following order:
1. Applicants in public care.

2. Applicants on roll at Rickmansworth School in Year 11.

3. Other applicants (see criteria below). 
We expect to offer 20 places at the start of the academic year to students who were not on our roll in Year 11.  This is our published admission number (PAN) for external applicants.

In the event of over-subscription for places by applicants of equal merit, the decision will be determined by the shortest straight-line distance from the front gate of the School to the front door of the applicant’s personal address at the time of the application.

Internal Applicants
You should fill in the application form and hand it to your form tutor by the date given.  Remember to check your suitability with your subject teacher (or the Head of Department if it is a new subject) before you fill it in.

External Applicants
We welcome applications from students at other schools. However, we only have a limited number of places. This will vary from year to year but will be in the region of twenty. If you wish to apply, these are the steps:
1. Attend the Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 7th February 2013 (if possible).
2. Submit an Application Form for External Applicants. You will be asked to give details of 

a. Your present school

b. The subjects and levels (usually GCSEs) of the courses you are following with the dates of final examinations in each

c. Any examinations you have passed with grades and dates, including Associated Board Music grades and other relevant achievements

d. Your view of your predicted grades 

e. The name and address of a referee at your present school

f. Five indicative subjects you would like to follow at Rickmansworth School in preferential order

g. Any other information relevant to your application
If you wish to attach a letter of application or personal statement, we welcome it.

3. Applications will be initially sorted into the criteria below:

a. Applicants in public care
b. Applicants who currently attend a school without post-16 provision

c. Applicants who are moving to the area after their GCSEs

d. Applicants from other schools
4. References will be taken up for all applicants. These references will not ask about past conduct or suitability but will request predicted grades and any other information which supports the application. 

5. Applicants who have a realistic prospect of joining our Sixth Form will be made an offer. Applicants must understand that while we will honour the offer of a place we cannot necessarily guarantee that a preferred combination of courses can be followed or that all courses will run. In most cases, however, we will be able to meet expectations where applicants’ chosen subjects have more than one set (and so appear in the timetable at different times of the week) and the combination of chosen subjects is not unusual. 
6. Offers will be made in writing to successful applicants and responses will be required within 14 school days. Acceptances should not be given lightly as we will incorporate the preferences of external candidates when constructing the timetable.
7. Applicants who are unsuccessful in receiving an offer of a place at this stage will be informed in writing that they may still be considered after they have received their GCSE results in August. If they have met our entry requirements and there are spaces in the subjects they wish to take we will give further consideration to their application if they would like us to.
















GCSE Twenty First Century Science is not deemed a suitable foundation for this course, and any students who have followed this should see the Head of Department before choosing this course.








‘Sixth Form students act as excellent role models for younger pupils, often helping them in lessons.’





Ofsted 2008








Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes





20% A Level








Examination: 2 hours 30 minutes





30% A Level








Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes





25% A Level


50% AS Level





Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes





25% A Level


50% AS Level








